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August 26,2OI9

Hon. Steve Barnett
Secretary of State
500 E. Capitol
Pierre, SD 57501

Re: Attorney General's Statement for initiated constitutional amendment
(redistricting bY commissionf

Dear Secretary Barnett,

This Office received a proposed initiated constitutional amendment that the

sponsor may seek to ptacl on the November 2O2O ballot. Enclosed is a copy of
the amendment, in final form, that the sponsor submitted pursuant to SDCL

I2-L3-25.L. In accordance with that statute, I hereby file the Attorney
General's Statement with respect to this amendment. By copy of this letter, I
am providing a copy of the Atlorney General's Statement to the sponsor as well'

Very truly yours,

Attorney General

JRR/lde

Enc.
ccf enc.: Dan Ahlers
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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

ATTORNEY GENERAL,S STATEMENT

Title: An amendment to the South Dakota Constitution providing for state
legislative redistricting by a commission.

Explanation:

The Constitution currently requires the Legislature to establish
legislative districts every ten years. This amendment removes that authority
from the Legislature and grants it to a redistricting commission. The

commission will redistrict in 2021 and every ten years thereafter.

Under the amendment, the commission consists of five registered voters.
The following individuals each appoint one member: the majority leader of the
House of Representatives; the minority leader of the House of Representatives;
the majorityleader of the Senate; the minority leader of the Senate; and the
Secretary of State.

A commission member must have the same party registration, or be

registered as unaffiliated with a parW, for three continuous years immediately
pti,or to appointment. No more than two commission members may belong to

ih. r"*" potiticat party. For three years prior to and three years after a
commission memblr's term, the member cannot be a candidate for or be

elected to public office, nor be a political party official.

Each district shall be equal in population to the extent possible and
mapped in a grid-like patter.t. Ra3nstments to the districts may be made based

on siate and iederal law, and other factors as prioritized in the amendment.
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Be it enacted by the people of South Dakota:

Section L That Article Ill, section 5, ofthe Constitution of the State of South Dakota, be amended to read
as follows:

$s.
in
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E *€ Se natne as her€in provid€qi

Beeinnine in 2021. and every ten yeaxs thereafter. a commission composed of five resistered
vote{s in this state appointed undef this section shall apBortion the membership of the Legislature. A
member of the commission must not have been a candidate for or elected to any public office or have
been an official in any political pa4v during the three years immediately preceding. or during the three

Lears immediately following. the member's term on the commission. No more than two members of the
c-ommission may be members of the same political oarFr. A member of the commission must have been
continuously registered with the same political oarty or registered as unaffiliated for at least three y,ears

immediately precedine the member's appointment to the commission.

The following persons shall each appoint one member of the commission: the majority leader of
the House of Representatives: the minority leader of the House of Representatives: the majori8 leader
of the Senate: the minoritv leader of the Senate: and the Secretary of State.

' The commission shall apEortion the membership of the Senate by establishing single-member
legillative districts equal to the number of state senators as provided by law. The commission shall
apportion the membershio of the House of Reoresentatives by establishing single-member districts or a
dual-member district. wholly within a senatorial district in accordance with the law of this state or the
United States.

Each senatorial district shall be equal in population to the extent practicable and mapped in a
gidlike pattem across the state. Any adjustment to a senatorial district may be made solely based on the
following criteria in the followine priority order:

l. Complving with the Constitution of the United States. this constitution. and federal law. and
creatine geographically contiguous districts:

2. Minimizing divisions of counties:
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receive for their services the same salarlland travel expenses fixed for members of the Lesislature under

lalr

The Legislature shall enact anlr law necessary to enforce this section.

F,ted this Ab ctay of
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